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United Nations, and I will continue to do so.
We will do our very best to succeed this year.

When the cold war ended, the United States
could have chosen to turn away from the oppor-
tunities and dangers of the world. Instead, we
have tried to be engaged, involved, and active.
We know this moment of unique prosperity and
power for the United States is a source of con-
cern to many. I can only answer by saying this:
In the 7 years that I have been privileged to
come here to speak to this body, America has
tried to be a force for peace. We believe we
are better off when nations resolve their dif-
ferences by force of argument, rather than force
of arms. We have sought to help former adver-
saries, like Russia and China, become pros-
perous, stable members of the world commu-
nity, because we feel far more threatened by
the potential weakness of the world’s leading
nations than by their strength.

Instead of imposing our values on others, we
have sought to promote a system of government,
democracy, that empowers people to choose
their own destinies according to their own values
and aspirations. We have sought to keep our
markets open, because we believe a strong world
economy benefits our own workers and busi-

nesses as well as the people of the world who
are selling to us. I hope that we have been
and will continue to be good partners with the
rest of you in the new millennium.

Not long ago, I went to a refugee camp in
Macedonia. The people I met there, children
and adults alike, had suffered horrible, horrible
abuses. But they had never given up hope be-
cause they believed that there is an international
community that stood for their dignity and their
freedom. I want to make sure that 20 or 50
or 100 years from now, people everywhere will
still believe that about our United Nations.

So let us resolve in the bright dawn of this
new millennium to bring an era in which our
desire to create will overwhelm our capacity to
destroy. If we do that, then through the United
Nations and farsighted leaders, humanity finally
can live up to its name.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:35 a.m. in the
Assembly Hall. In his remarks, he referred to
United Nations General Assembly President
Theo-Ben Gurirab; United Nations Secretary-
General Kofi Annan; President Boris Yeltsin of
Russia; and President Saddam Hussein of Iraq.

Remarks at a Luncheon Hosted by United Nations Secretary-General Kofi
Annan in New York City
September 21, 1999

Mr. Secretary-General, distinguished leaders:
Tomorrow we will be exactly 100 days away
from the beginning of the new millennium. The
calendar tells us how old the world is, but we
are thinking about something fresh, something
new. And it is altogether fitting that we should
be here at the United Nations, which is a very
young attempt by the world to make ourselves
better and to make our children’s future bright-
er.

I would like to say how deeply pleased I
am that the United Nations is being led today
by a man of the ability and character of the
Secretary-General. He continues to speak and
act with authority. He said recently that the
aim of the U.N. Charter is to protect individual
human beings, not to protect those who abuse
them. He reminded us that even in these times

of phenomenal prosperity, half of all humanity
subsists on less than $3 a day.

So, Mr. Secretary-General, I thank you for
your leadership and your direction.

Let me say that I’m thinking, myself, also
a lot about the future. And I plan to be, at
least part of the time, a future resident of New
York. Now, when I move here, I will be able
to complain about all the traffic jams around
the U.N.—[laughter]—and all those important
people who keep me from getting to my ap-
pointed rounds. If I get very upset, I may even
write a letter to my United States Senator.
[Laughter]

But let me say, again, in all candor, the
United States is humbled and honored to host
the United Nations. We are honored to be a
part of your leadership for peace in East Timor
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and in so many other places. And we look for-
ward to going into a new century, to a new
millennium, to a new era, with your leadership.

Ladies and gentlemen, I ask you to join me
in a toast to the Secretary-General and the
United Nations.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:42 p.m. in the
North Delegates Lounge at the United Nations.
The transcript released by the Office of the Press
Secretary also included the remarks of Secretary-
General Annan.

Statement on the National Medal of the Arts and National Humanities
Medal Recipients
September 21, 1999

This year’s recipients of the 1999 National
Medal of the Arts and National Humanities
Medal stand at the pinnacle of American artistic
and academic achievement. Through their ideas,

their scholarship, and their works of art, they
have opened all our eyes to the richness and
the miracle of the human experience. All Ameri-
cans owe them a tremendous debt of gratitude.

Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With
Respect to UNITA
September 21, 1999

To the Congress of the United States:
Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies

Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, prior to the anniversary date of its declara-
tion, the President publishes in the Federal Reg-
ister and transmits to the Congress a notice stat-
ing that the emergency is to continue in effect
beyond the anniversary date. In accordance with
this provision, I have sent the enclosed notice,
stating that the emergency declared with respect
to the National Union for the Total Independ-
ence of Angola (UNITA) is to continue in effect
beyond September 26, 1999, to the Federal Reg-
ister for publication.

The circumstances that led to the declaration
on September 26, 1993, of a national emergency
have not been resolved. The actions and policies
of UNITA pose a continuing unusual and ex-
traordinary threat to the foreign policy of the

United States. United Nations Security Council
Resolutions 864 (1993), 1127 (1997), 1173
(1998), and 1176 1998) continue to oblige all
member states to maintain sanctions. Dis-
continuation of the sanctions would have a prej-
udicial effect on the prospect for peace in An-
gola. For these reasons, I have determined that
it is necessary to maintain in force the broad
authorities necessary to apply economic pressure
on UNITA to reduce its ability to pursue its
military campaigns.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
September 21, 1999.

NOTE: The notice of September 21 is listed in
Appendix D at the end of this volume.
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